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BUS SERVICES — HAMERSLEY 
Grievance 

MR D.R. MICHAEL (Balcatta) [9.07 am]: I thank the Minister for Transport for taking my grievance this 
morning regarding bus services in Hamersley. Since becoming a candidate for election, I have been contacted 
regularly and widely by people living in Hamersley about the lack of access to public transport on weekends. I first 
had a couple of people from Eglinton Crescent bring this to my attention at a mobile office I held in 2016, and 
since then the issue has constantly been raised in my community surveys, when doorknocking and when I am in 
the local community. 

Hamersley is a great place to live. It enjoys the benefits of being close to the city and near the train line, and has 
plenty of parks and public open spaces. It has a great community feel, supported by local clubs and organisations, 
two primary schools, and of course the Hamersley Habitat Community Garden. But there is a problem: on 
weekends, it is very hard for people who do not drive to get around. As well as the 427 and 428 bus services along 
Erindale Road between Warwick and Stirling stations, two other primary bus routes service Hamersley—the 388 
and the 387. The 388 runs along Wanneroo Road and Beach Road between Warwick railway station and the city, 
but does not actually run through Hamersley. The 387 does a similar trip, but deviates through the western half of 
Hamersley and does so only on weekdays. On weekends, no bus service enters Hamersley—not one route; not one 
service. On weekends, only people who live near Wanneroo Road or Beach Road in Hamersley can get a bus. That 
means that no matter how close Hamersley is to the train line, it does not do any good. I have been told that was 
not always the case. Local residents report that there used to be weekend bus services, but they were removed 
a few years ago, despite local opposition. 

Elderly people in particular have been disproportionately affected by the complete lack of service being offered to 
the people of Hamersley. I have had situations described to me of people in their seventies who have felt confined 
to where they can walk because they are too far from an operational bus stop on the weekend. This is not okay. 

However, it is not just the elderly who are affected. To justify their cruel removal of penalty rates and their plan to 
extend training hours, we are constantly told by those in the Liberal Party that the world does not stop on weekends. 
Many industries operate on weekends—more now than at any time before in Western Australia. People who rely on 
public transport to get to work are left with few options on weekends and often have to turn to family and friends. 
I spoke with one woman who said that it causes stress for her family because she needs to get a lift from relatives 
either to the train station or to work. She works in a variety of locations, both north and south, which means that 
access to Warwick train station is vital for her. She has no problems during the week because she can get on a bus 
and link up with other bus or train services at Warwick station. On weekends, workers face having to give up shifts 
if their family cannot drive them, which puts extra stress on some of the most vulnerable people in society. 

I have had residents report that they have been unable to take advantage of the new Optus Stadium because they 
cannot get there. I am a Dockers fan and I can only say that for all those Dockers fans in Hamersley that they were 
better off this year. After the trade, things should be good next year. To all the Eagles fans, I am sorry they missed 
out going. 

Public transport, in this case bus services, means much more to people than simply the ability to get on a bus. It is 
the ability to participate in everyday life, which might be going to work or an AFL game at the new stadium, or 
meeting friends in the city for lunch. It might be as simple as wanting to go to the shops to get groceries because 
people who do not drive should not be confined to their homes just because it happens to be the weekend. 

I know that the minister is well familiar with these issues. We discussed them in the lead-up to the last election, 
especially at a transport forum we held in Balcatta. At the time, we committed that an incoming McGowan 
government would review bus services for the people of Hamersley. I look forward to the minister’s response to 
this commitment and my grievance, which is of great importance to my constituents. Although the lack of bus 
services has let down Eagles fans this year, I hope that perhaps we can do something to help out cricket fans for 
the summer. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.11 am]: I thank the member for Balcatta for the 
grievance. Because of Mr Speaker’s reaction, we will be banning all Collingwood supporters from that bus network. 

The SPEAKER: Dayne Beams. Dayne Beams. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Balcatta is right. The issue of bus services and connectivity is very important 
for the entire community. Given the successful trade deals secured yesterday by the Fremantle Dockers, we want 
as many Dockers fans as possible to be able to get to Optus Stadium next year. Once again, it is a bright future for 
the Dockers. This is always the best part of the Dockers’ season—the time before the first game! 
Connecting to not only the football, but of course also to work and other opportunities is a serious issue. Before 
the last election, we committed to review bus services in the suburbs. We asked the Public Transport Authority to 
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review what is available and it considered a number of options. One option was the conversion of selected 
route 388 services to become route 387 services on weekends. However, it was determined that a more suitable 
option would be a separate trial route 387 service to operate on weekends. I am pleased to announce that effective 
Sunday, 4 November, Transperth will introduce this improved weekend bus service to Hamersley on a 12-month 
trial basis. I encourage everyone who lobbied to use the bus. As members of Parliament who lobby hard to secure 
additional services, we want the community to get behind the new services. I know that the member of Balcatta 
will be working with the community to encourage them to use the services to make sure the trial is successful. 
The services will operate every 60 minutes on both Saturdays and Sundays, with services operating between 
Northlands Plaza Shopping Centre, Balcatta and Warwick station. The services will be coordinated with train 
services at Warwick station and will run through the suburb of Hamersley via Eglinton Crescent. Residents will 
have a connection through to the CBD and beyond on weekends. The services will also connect with other 
Wanneroo Road bus services at Amelia Street, Westminster. The service change will be advertised to the 
community and I am sure the member for Balcatta will advertise it to the community, too. It will also be advertised 
through the normal passenger bulletins, posters on buses, a notice on the Transperth website and a travel alert 
email to all registered route 387 passengers. 
We will monitor the use of the service over the 12 months to see about its future. I encourage everyone to use it. 
I thank the member for Balcatta for his strong advocacy and passion for his electorate that is demonstrated every 
day in this place and in the community. 
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